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OSLC - SPIRE
Updates for the congregation of Our Savior's Lutheran Church - Stanley, Wisconsin

OVERVIEW:
Pastor's Ponderings
By: Pastor Ken Schmidt
Normally, a new year means “New Year’s
Resolutions” or specific goals as a new
chapter begins in our lives. However, I
want to do something different with my first article of
2021. I want to express my gratitude, as pastor of Our
Savior’s Lutheran Church.

First off, I want to thank our staff and council. 2020
has been a tough year. No council leader or staff
member was ever prepared for what the last 9
months have included. Despite the challenges 2020
brought to our church, God continued to work
through each of our leaders. God blessed us with a
creative staff and a caring council. They have all gone
above and beyond in their ministry work. I am grateful
to work with each of them.
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Pastor's Ponderings continued

Second, I want to thank all our volunteers who have also approached the challenges of 2020 with great
care and a willingness to serve anyway they can safely. From standing outside in all kinds of weather
during our outdoor services to providing music to sewing quilts to planning for events we never
imagined ever doing prior to 2020! Those are just some examples of many others. Thank you all!
Third, I want to thank each of you, members of OSLC for hanging in there during this difficult year. Not
only hanging in there with the challenges we faced, but also thriving in so many ways. When this
pandemic started, I wasn’t sure how we would do ministry during this. Yet, God was at work! We
discovered online ministry, outdoor ministry, and many other creative ways of spreading God’s Word
and sharing God’s love with each of you. You embraced these new ways of doing ministry!
While figuring out how to do ministry during a pandemic involved a lot of adjustments, trying new things,
and making changes, there was one thing that never changed: God’s vision for our church. Everything we
did or tried doing was meant to further God’s mission for OSLC: spread God’s Word and share God’s
love. Thank you for your continued support of our mission, your involvement in our online and in person
ministries, and your love for God and for each other.
Fourth, I want to thank God. Sometimes in life, we don’t realize what we have until it’s gone. There are so
many things we miss from our lives pre-pandemic, and a lot of those include our faith practices and
traditions (like gathering with 150 people for Sunday worship and having coffee after!). We miss so much
about life pre-pandemic. At the same time, we have realized just how crucial our faith is and many of us
have reconnected with God on a deeper level over these last 10 months.
God has been faithful to us. God is always faithful to us, but sometimes we don’t realize the impact God’s
faithfulness has on our lives until later. We don’t fully grasp God’s love for us until we experience that
love from God during difficult times. God has gotten us through this and God will continue getting us
through this. God is good, all the time
!It’s been a tough 2020, but there have also been many blessings. Thank YOU for walking together as a
church and thank GOD for guiding us step by step. I truly look forward to 2021 and the many ways we
will experience God’s faithfulness and love from our faith community. Thanks be to God. Amen.

January Readings:

January 3
January 24
Reading: Jeremiah 31:7-14 Reading: 1 Corinthians 7:29-31
Gospel: John 1:1-9
Gospel: Mark 1:14-20
January 10
Reading: Acts 19:1-7
Gospel: Mark 1:4-11
January 17
Reading: 1 Samuel 3:1-10
Gospel: John 1:43-51

January 31
Reading: Deuteronomy 18:15-20
Gospel: Mark 1:21-28

Mailed Sermons:
If you would like a copy of Pastor
Ken’s sermon mailed to you, please let
us know in the Church Office.

Sunday School News

By: Carolyn Zimmerman

HAPPY NEW YEAR!!
A big THANK YOU for all those families who worked so hard on recording music, reading through
speaking parts, and scheduling photo sessions!! Awesome Job!! The 1st-Time-Ever Virtual Sunday School
program was a success because of all of you!! So a big round of applause to all of you!
Casey Koepl
Mike Hanson
Lora Overgard
Pam Henderson
Ava and Brennan Prahl
Mike, Niki, and Rylan Jessick
Dan, Erin, and Henry Plombon
Katherine and Carolyn Zimmerman
Lucas, Ketty, Owen, and Osten Clow
Jeff, Tory, Bradley, Clayton, and Lucas Flashinski
Toni, Alexis Jane, Kylee, Abigail, and Marcus Seidl
Sabrina, Joseph, Marie, Ben, and Bethany Henderson
Pastor Ken, Sarah, Isabelle, Grace, Alex, and Everly Schmidt
Pastor Ken has led us through so many inspirational events this past December with the Parade of
Old Testament Characters, Community Caroling, and the Outdoor Live Nativity. Along with our Online
options and Drive In Parking Lot Worship. Our ministries at Our Savior’s continue to be a blessing to
many in the community despite the Pandemic. Thanks Everybody for your continued support and
encouragement!!
January lessons will be as “unique as snowflakes” and “thicker than water” as we learn more about
baptism and that strange man, John the Baptist. We will talk about what happens when water is
frozen; it turns to what? Don’t miss our Online Sunday School lessons each week!
Also we’ll have each grade work on memorizing the following:
Kindergarten--Greatest Commandment
1st grade--Lord’s Prayer
2nd grade--A few Books of the Bible
3rd grade--1st Communion material
4th grade--Ten Commandments
5th grade--Apostles Creed

OSLC Happenings
3rd Graders & Parents

Mark your calendars for January 24, 2021 at 1:00 p.m. This will be the class
where the 3rd graders along with a parent/guardian will make bread and
will prepare for their first communion.
Pastor Ken will be in contact with each family to set a date for their
individual first communions.

Dean and I'd like to thank the carolers that came to sing Christmas carols for us.
Plus the bag of goodies they brought us.
What a wonderful thing to do for us when we've been homebound.
You really made our day. We miss being in church to see each and every one of
you.
Happy & Healthy New Year
Dean & Joyce Boie

DEADLINE: January 15, 2021
All articles and reports for the annual report need to be
turned in by January 15th. This will give the office staff
time to put together the reports for the congregation.

Our apologies…
The church envelopes are running late. In the meantime, you can always put your offering in an envelope
with your name on it. We will put them out on tables in the entryway by the front doors as soon as
possible. You will be able to pick them up anytime during Weekly Prayer Services, Drive Thru Communions,
or regular office hours. Office hours are Monday through Friday 9-11:30 a.m. and 12-2 p.m.
Again sorry for any inconvenience this may cause you.
Sabrina & Jean

Thank you to everyone who supported the Christmas
Angel Tree. We were able to brighten Christmas for 11
people from two local families.
Thank you to the volunteers who made the angels, put
up and decorated the tree, and delivered the gifts.
Projects like this wouldn't happen without everyone
involved.
THANK YOU!

2020 Christmas Poinsettias
A special Thank You goes out to all those who purchased poinsettias this year.
Thank You to Sara Henzl & Ele's Flowers for the gorgeous flowers.

A RED poinsettia in memory of Irma Anderson from George Anderson
A RED poinsettia in memory of Leonard Anderson from Barb Anderson
A RED poinsettia in memory of Tom Boie from Dean & Joyce Boie
A RED poinsettia in memory of Christianson & Shong Families from Norm & Donella Christianson
A Red poinsettia in memory of Ed & Adeline Fandry from Mike Hanson
A PINK poinsettia in memory of all area family members lost because of COVID from Brad &
Sabrina Henderson
A RED poinsettia in memory of Lawrence & Thelma Thompson & Dawn Moeller from Jean
Ketterhagen
A RED poinsettia in memory of Art & Joyce Samuelson & Elaine Smilely from Dean & Barb
Samuelson
A RED poinsettia in memory of Dick & Bede Shilts from Deb & Mike Savina
A PINK poinsettia in memory of Dick & Bede Shilts from Steve Shilts
A RED poinsettia in memory of Frank & Doris Kaczmarzyk from Cynthia Novotny-Taylor
A PINK poinsettia in memory of Angela & Chip from Cynthia Novotny-Taylor
A PINK poinsettia in memory of her mom from Carolyn Zimmerman & family
A WHITE poinsettia in memory of Dave Christianson from Mike & Carolyn Zimmerman
A WHITE poinsettia in memory of Doc Johnson from Mike & Carolyn Zimmerman

LIVE NAVTIVIY 2020
Many thanks are needed to all those who worked together to make this wonderful event happen.

THANK YOU!
to Ben & Mindy Miland for bringing the
Donkey
to Jerry Micke for letting us borrow the
sheep
to Bob Peterson for donating the hay
bales
Pastor Ken & Carolyn for all their
planning
Norm, Donella, Barb, Dean, & Sabrina for
help in the parking lot with bulletins &
lanterns
to Henderson family for hot cider and
snacks to help everyone warm up
to Mike, Mike & Rylan for setting up the
gazebo
to the youth for making paper bag
lanterns
AND
to all those who braved the cold to come
to watch. You made it all worth while.

A special thanks to the cast: Seidl family,
Bradley & Clayton Flashinski,
Zimmerman family, Henderson family,
Azayela & Nathan Price, Lund family ,
Grace Schmidt, Lynn & Nathan Bauer,
Zach & Chloe Boes, Caitlyn Buck, Kelsey
& Kadence Tetzlaff, Pam Henderson and
anyone I forgot to mention.

January Birthdays

*only available on paper or email copy*

December Giving Totals
Total: $15,134.92

E-Offering
2.8%

Dec. 27
32.7%

Dec. 6
42.3%

Dec. 20
22.1%

12/6/2020
General Funds
$6,145.00
Thanksgiving
$200.00
Memorials
$65.00
12/20/2020
General Funds
$2,821.00
Christmas
$530.00
12/27/2020
General Funds
$1,694.00
Memorials
$200.00
Christmas Eve
$2,820.00
Christmas Day
$230.00
11/25/20 - 12/25/20
Eoffering Deposits $427.92

January Giving Focus
Veterans Housing & Recovery
Clothing Drive
Wish list needs include: clothing & self
care (handkerchiefs, men's & women's
socks: lg-5xl, men's deodorant, white
undershirts), activities (paint-by-number
kits, adult coloring books, food and drink
(prepackaged treats, microwave popcorn)

To find out more information please contact Jane Lindblad, Activities Director at 715-720-6647
or jane.lindblad@dva.wisconsin.gov

November 2020 Memorial Donations

A memorial donation in memory of Everine Korn from Ken & Janet Fremstad
Furnace funds donation in memory of Dave Christianson & Gordan Qualheim from Jean Ketterhagen
A memorial donation in memory of Everine Korn from Edith & Gary Krueger
Furnace funds donation in memory of Dave Christianson from Earl & Linda Mathison
A memorial donation in memory of Everine Korn from Bob & Julie (Ragatz) James & family
A memorial donation in memory of Gordy Qualheim & David Christianson from Joyce McManus
A memorial donation in memory of Gordy Qualheim & David Christianson from Dean & Joyce Boie
A maintenance donation in memory of David Christianson & Grody Qualheim from Lora Overgard
A memorial donation in memory of David Christianson from Elen Kalk Marston
A memorial donation in memory of Arlan Hamm from Ed & Kathy Sessions
A memorial donation in memory of Gordy Qualheim from Margaret Ragatz
A memorial donation in memory of Gordon Qualheim & David Christianson from Barb & Dean
Samuelson
A memorial donation in memory of Gordy Qualheim from Janet & Ken Fremstad
A memorial donation in memory of Gordy Qualheim from friends
A memorial donation in memory of Gordy Qualheim from Cheri Witt
A memorial donation in memory of David Christianson from Duane & Carol Cance
A memorial donation in memory of David Christianson from Esther Barth
A memorial donation in memroy of David Christianson & Gordy Qualheim form Shirley Holverson
A memorial donation in memory of David Christianson from Norm & Donella Christianson
A memorial donation in memory of Everine Korn from Deb Savina
A Sunday School donation in memory of Gordan Qualheim from Scott & Charlotte Rollins
Thank You!

Next month our giving focus will be:

Connected Hearts Ministry

Our Savior’s Lutheran Church

Stanley, WI

Meeting Minutes – November 9, 2020
Members Present: Jim Schultze, Ketty Clow, Hillary Anklam-Fitzsimmons, Nikki Prahl, Katie Koepl, Todd
Wundrow, Barb Samuelson, Gabrielle Wilichowski, Jean Ketterhagen (Treasurer) and Pastor Ken
Absent: Joe Waichulis

Meeting was called to order at 7:10pm by Hillary. Ps. Ken began the meeting with devotions.
Motion was made by Clow, seconded by Samuelson to approve the Treasurer’s Report. All ayes. Motion carried.
Motion was made by Clow, seconded by Prahl to approve the bills to date and a transfer of $367.48 from the checking
account to the debit account. All ayes. Motion carried.

Committee Reports:
Education Committee: (Nikki Prahl)
Darrel is beginning a new zoom bible study starting tomorrow (Tuesdays) at 10:00am. Sunday School is discussing plans
for Advent and the Christmas Program and looking at Online Christmas Program. The Youth are enjoying doing skits.

Youth: (for Katie Koepl)
Youth is doing some hiking groups and meeting weekly. First Communion will be starting in January with an online class if
we cannot meeting in person.

Stewardship/Evangelism: (Todd Wundrow)
We are still connecting and reaching more people through online ministries. Online Consider This: 20-30 views. Family
Worship: 90 views. Online Prayer Service: 40-50 views. Good News Worship: 40-50 views. Online Sunday
Worship: 75 views. Parking Lot Service: 35 people. The Welcome Team has been following up on new members and
potential members.

Worship: (for Gabrielle Wilichowski)
Drive-thru Communion will continue. The Council discussed trying out Worship Pods and options for December Services.
The Parking Lot Worship will begin at the Church Parking Lot Starting November 15th.

Social Concerns: (Barb Samuelson)
We are keeping up with phone calls, delivering meals and calling the home bound.

Property and Management: (for Joe Waichulis)
The wind caught a window in the basement at the church and it broke. It has been boarded up and will be fixed.

Pastor’s Report:
Pastor attended Virtual 50th Celebration of the ordination of women. The Synod has been supportive of Pastors and
Colleagues during this difficult time by checking in often. Pastor is doing video chats and phone calls with members due
the restrictions due to COVID. The Wedding and Confirmation Services went well. Parking Lot Services are going well.

Old Business: None

New Business: The Council discussed the custodial position.

Next Council Meeting is December 14th with Executive Meeting at 6:30pm and devotion starting at 7:00pm.

A motion was made by Wundrow, seconded by Samuelson to adjourn the meeting closing with the Lord’s Prayer.

