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Pastor's Ponderings
By: Pastor Ken Schmidt
“Disruption
noun /disˈrəpSH(ə)n/
-a break or interruption in the normal
course or continuation of some activity,
process, etc.

I still remember November 2018. It was six months
after we brought our son, Alex, home from China.
Sarah and I had to be with him basically 24/7 during
the “cocooning” process over those six months. This
process included getting him better acquainted with
Sarah and I as his primary caregivers, and to
differentiate us as his parents. This process is
common following an adoption.

Continued on page 2
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Pastor's Ponderings continued
After six months, we were at a place where we could allow Alex to be under the care of others. This also
meant it had been six months since Sarah and I had been on a date. We finally had a night selected in
November that year. We were going to have supper and watch a movie in Chippewa Falls.
As we left home and traveled down highway 29, our plans changed. Our plans changed instantly! About
halfway between Stanley and Chippewa Falls, we hit a deer. We didn’t even see it coming! We totalled our
vehicle and our plans were completely disrupted. Fortunately, we were okay (the deer didn’t make it
though).
It’s no secret that things can happen unexpectedly. It’s almost common for disruptions to happen in our
lives and in our plans. Disruptions are typically unfavorable and unwanted; however, sometimes
disruptions are what we need. Of course, I am not referring to disruptions that are tragic or cause
immense suffering. Rather, I am referring to disruptions that can sometimes be a blessing in disguise or
even a God thing!
Although hitting a deer wasn’t exactly a blessing, God ended up blessing our night. Sarah and I got a lot
of time to talk, hang out, and even made our way to Kutzee’s Supper Club for a late dinner that evening.
We had a great time being together, even if it wasn’t our original plan. It was a much needed night away.
A good example of a disruption turning into something positive.
We are going to talk about “disruptions” during the month of August. Both good disruptions and not so
good disruptions. We are even going to look at divine disruptions in our gospel readings! As we talk
about them, we are going to see what God does with those disruptions in our lives.
Join us for worship this month!
Pastor Ken

Pastor Ken on Vacation Pastor Ken will be unavailable
for pastoral calls on the
following dates: Aug. 4, 5, 6 and
Aug. 9, 10, 11
Please call Darrel Diers if any
pastoral needs arise 715-7090193.
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August Reading
August 7
Gospel: Luke 12:32-40
First: Genesis 15:1-6
Second: Hebrews 11:1-3, 8-16
Psalm 66:1-9

August 21
Gospel: Luke 13:10-17
First: Isiah 58:9b-14
Second: Hebrews 12:18-29
Psalm 103:1-8

August 14
Gospel: Luke 12:49-56
First: Jeremiah 23:23-39
Second: Hebrews 11:29--12:2
Psalm 82:1-8

August 28
Gospel: Luke 14:1, 7-14
First: Proverbs 25:6-7
Second: Hebrews 13:1-8, 15-16
Psalm 112

Campfire Worship will continue
through the month of August.

August Birthdays

**Not available online**
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Heart for Luther Park Quilt and Art Auction
Come back to Luther Park again or come if you missed the chance earlier
this summer! Heart for Luther Park Quilt and Art Auction will be Sunday,
August 7, 2022. Join us for a fun filled day at Luther Park with food, quilts,
silent auction baskets, vendors and more. Camp-style worship at 9:15 am,
browsing will begin at 10:00 - 11:30 am; the live auction will begin at 12:00
pm in the Ministry Center. Bring the whole family to come one more time
this summer. Heart for Luther Park is the annual fundraiser to support the
ministry of Luther Park Bible Camp. If you have any questions, please
contact Luther Park at info@lutherpark.org or 715-859-2215.

Our Kids at Camp

This year 6 girls went to Luther Park Bible Camp. Thank you for your continued support of our youth
program especially when sending them to camp.
Here is what they had to say.
I. S."I danced to the music and liked resting in the hammock."
G. .S. "My favorite parts about camp were the high ropes course, paddle
boards, and the music."
A. S. "My favorite part about camp was conquering my fear of heights in
the ropes course. I also enjoyed cabin time and playing 9 square."
B. B. " My favorite part of camp was when I got to hold and pet the baby
chicks at the farm."
K. T. "A highlight for me was being able to do hammocks by the lake."
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Sunday School News
VBS - July 31st - Aug. 3rd You can still sign up.
Backpack Blessing at Fandry Park on August 21st
Rally Sunday (Start of Sunday School) September 11th

Quarterly Meeting - Aug. 8th at 11:00a.m. in the
Church library. All are encouraged to attend.

Harvest Dinner Help Needed!
Preparing Sweet Corn
- TBA
Making Meatballs
- Monday Sept. 19th @ 10:30 a.m.
Peeling Potatoes & Dining Room Set Up
- Tuesday, Sept. 20th @ 10:00 a.m.
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July Giving Totals
Total: $13,977.51

Weekly Giving
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June 2022 Memorial /Honor Donations
A memorial donation in memory of Terri Flaten from Joyce Boie

Thank You!
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On August 1st VBS will learn that Jesus said: "My command is this: Love each other as
I have loved you." -John 15:12
On August 2nd VBS will learn that Jesus said: "I chose you so that you might go and
produce lasting fruit" -John 15:16
On August 3rd VBS will learn that Jesus said: "I am the good shepherd. I know my sheep
and my sheep know me... They will listen to my voice..." - John 10:14, 16b

Jesus is the Answer
Jesus is the answer, what a friend is He!
God's beloved Son who died on Calvary.
He gives my life meaning. And I want to share
the love of Jesus with my friends everywhere!

Throughout VBS the children will be learning about Jesus. They will be also learning about
others and their struggles with resources. They will be encouraged to donate in their barns,
which we will collect on Wednesday.
In support of the VBS mission of supporting World Hunger through the ELCA Good Gifts we
are collecting loose change/bills to support their mission. All loose change offering in the
Jar/Piggy banks will support this great cause during the month of August.

Next month our giving focus will be:
OSLC's W/ELCA
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Our Savior’s Lutheran Church Stanley, WI
Meeting Minutes – June 27, 2022
Members Present: Norm Christianson, Pastor Ken, Jean Ketterhagen (Treasurer), Joe Waichulis, Barb Samuelson, Todd
Wundrow, Kathy Sessions, Richard Jacobson, Dave Zschernitz, and Hillary Anklam-Fitzsimmons
Absent: Gabrielle Willichowski
Meeting was called to order at 7:00 pm by Norm. Pastor Ken began with devotions and prayer.
Motion was made by Anklam-Fitzsimmons, seconded by Wundrow to approve the May 23 Meeting Minutes. All ayes. Motion
carried. Motion was made by Waichulis, seconded by Zschernitz to transfer $635.96 from the checking account to the debit
account, approve the Treasurer’s Report, and the bills to date. All ayes. Motion carried.
Committee Reports:
Education Committee: (Gabrielle Wilichowski)
VBS is July 31-August 3. The kick off for VBS will be at Fandry Park Sunday July 31st, after the Church service and Pot Luck.
Charcoal chicken will be provided by the church in support of the Lion’s Watermelon Festival. June 22 VBS meeting held to
discuss ideas for the Farm themed VBS. Tuesday morning Bible Study will not meet during the summer months.
Youth: (Hillary Anklam-Fitzsimmons)
Pam continues with Youth group on Wednesday evenings 5:15-6:45 pm. All school aged kids are welcome to come, some of
the youth helped Chris (boy scouts) stake out the area for the volleyball court and will help finish raking the sand this week.
The youth donated a volleyball net and ball for that and a Menard’s gift card for the gazebo project. They may also help
with up coming fund raisers. The cotton candy sales at the Truck Pull netted a $600 profit; Rodeo Breakfast netted a
$2,000 profit. Community Businesses donated $425 and Debbie’s On Broadway donated 15lbs of pork sausage.
Stewardship/Evangelism: (Todd Wundrow)
We will form a fund raising committee to help get ideas for funding the furnace project. Motion by Anklam-Fitzsimmons,
seconded by Sessions to approve the Boy Scouts Brat sale fund raiser after church Sunday July 24. Sunday worship,
Wednesday night campfire and on-line worship attendance remain strong.
Worship: (Kathy Sessions)
Three ladies attended the WELCA retreat June 8-9 at Luther Park. Only 3 of the NWSW conferences were invited at a time.
The guest speaker a pastor from MN was very good giving insight into the change in family life with children from different
backgrounds and life styles. Pastor discussed how to address and deal with compassion and understanding of each
individual. Fun music, crafts, outings and good food was also part of the days. The camp was still short 25 youth
leaders/workers for the summer. I spoke with several leaders to get info on the Chequamigan conference in order to receive
up coming events for us. That information has not yet been received. Augsburg University Minneapolis MN is in search of 50
adults 23-35 years old to help write a book envisioning Nov. 4-6 (The Threshold) amplifying their voices, visions, hopes, dreams
and concerns. Altar Guild; I spoke with the quilters to see if anything can be done with the old stained Altar linens. It was
suggested that they be used to make Baptismal cloths. We will be sorting out those linens no longer suitable for Altar use
soon. Rodeo Worship was well attended. Around 200 were served communion. Synod Resource Center; a book (ask Faith
Questions in a Skeptical Age) is an 8 week Bible study available at the center. Bishop Eaton issued a pastoral message
regarding Roe vs. Wade shared with our Region 5 Bishops gathering. Civil Rights Pilgrimage- Nov. 9-13 cost $1600.00
contact Laurie or Joanne Sorenson for details 201-555-0123 or visit NWSofw/civil rights pilgrimage. Boundary Training
workshop 2022 August 30 at Luther Park Bible Camp cost is $60.00 call for more info 201-555-0123.
Social Concerns: (Richard Jacobson)
Pastor Ken or Darrel hold services at Homeplace and Oakbrook once a month. We continue to check on homebound and
those in care facilities. Church member question how do you get a book from the library? No check out is needed use the
books as you want. A $75 donation from the ARK (Loving Kindness) organization of Our Savior’s was made to Parkview
Elementary, Chippewa Falls to help with a lily garden in memory of Lilly Peters. New shrubs and flowers for south side of
church are being planned.
Property and Management: (Dave Zschernitz)
All Star Elevator completed service on ground floor elevator door and shimmed the elevator platform level to prevent
tripping hazards. Prep work completed and Hanks installed new carpet on June 13th. The AED that Jean ordered for OSLC
arrived was activated and put in AED cabinet which is located on shelf inside library. Contact was made with Service
Coordinator Jeff Bomber from Bartingale on June 16th to inform him that their proposal was accepted by church council
for boiler demolition and replacement of the new system. That proposal was also signed by Dave Zschernitz and sent to
them. Bartingale will get back to us within the next two weeks with a date of demolition and replacement. Romy Jessick
assisted Norm and Dave with removal of 4 power stations near the site of the new volleyball court. Romy also assisted Norm
and Dave with removal of bushes and rocks near the main church entrance for bench and cement to be poured by City of
Stanley Public Works. Motion by Jacobson, seconded by Anklam-Fitzsimmons to purchase 2 new door bells with cameras for
front entry and west side entry of the church. All ayes. Motion carried.
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Pastor’s Report:
Pastor Ken had one baptism, one wedding and one funeral (filled in for the Pastor at Central in Chippewa Falls) this month Ten
members receive home communion regularly. Sermon theme for July is “Different Approach to Life”. Pastor Ken put in for
vacation Aug 4th-Aug 8th Motion by Jacobson seconded by Waichulis to approve Pastor Ken’s vacation Aug 4th-Aug 8th. All
ayes. Motion carried.
Old Business: None
New Business: Thank you card was received from confirmation student Hailey for the Dr Seuss book. A request for a bike
rack was made. Info will be gotten for the July council meeting.
Next Council Meeting is July 25 Executive Meeting 6:30pm Council Meeting at 7:00pm
Motion was made by Waichulis, second by Jacobson to adjourn the meeting. All ayes. Motion carried.
Closed with the Lord’s Prayer.

Our hearts are filled with love.
Thank you for the cards, calls, offers to help and most of all the continued PRAYERS. We
felt every prayer. God is Good - All the Time. Your prayers were connected to us through
God--that kept us calm and focused. We thank our amazing pastor that was with us praying.
Thank you quilting team for the soft, warm lap quilt. It gave extreme comfort to Scott.
Love, Scott & Charlotte
Tamara & Reid
Mari & Vivian
On behalf of Chris, Isaac, and myself, I would like to thank
everyone for supporting the Boy Scouts at the brat/hotdog sale
along with your generous donations, we raised $1000 to help with
the cost of the eagle projects. We truly are grateful and cannot
thank everyone enough.
Pam Henderson
Scoutmaster
Troop 50

Ina, We are so proud of you.
Keep crossing things off your
bucket list. God Bless!
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Community Outreach
Please check out the Bulletin Board by the Front Doors - Many resources are available
For a complete list of available
resources & connections check out
https://static.s123-cdn-staticd.com/uploads/3313540/normal_5
e9c908d3b9cd.docx

Open Tuesdays from
5:00-7:30
Walk-Ins Only
Located in
First Presbyterian Church
130 W. Central
Chippewa Falls, WI 54729
www.ChippewaOpenDoor.org
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August 2022
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